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Introduction to the Subject AreaSocial Sciences

The social sciences are concerned with all the phenom-
ena associated with human societies and human repre-
sentations of them. The complexity of the social world is
increasing, because these societies are in a process of
constantly accelerating change and because of the cur-
rent global conjuncture, characterized by high population
mobility, the multiplication of contacts between different
cultures, the rapid circulation of information and the
accelerating globalization of the economy. As a subject
area for secondary school, the social sciences consider
social phenomena and their complexity in terms of space
and time, or more precisely, of geography, history and cit-
izenship education. Each of these subjects approaches the
social world from a specific viewpoint. Geography pro-
vides a spatial perspective, which enables students to see
that societies occupy territories whose many differences
include differences of scale, and that they relate to these
territories in a great variety of ways, while History and
Citizenship Education provides a temporal perspective,
which enables students to become aware of and understand
the roots of the present and the process of social change.

Contribution of the Social Sciences
Subject Area to the General Education
of the Student

The subject area contributes to the achievement of the
educational aims of the Québec Education Program by
enabling students to develop an understanding of social
issues. The two subjects in the subject area foster the con-
struction of their identities by providing guidelines that
allow students to perceive their membership in a com-
munity based on shared values, particularly those asso-

ciated with democracy. They help students to develop
their world-view by furnishing opportunities to grasp the
complexity of the phenomena pertaining to human soci-
eties. They also enable them to take into account their
own opinions and values, to question them and to see
them in perspective.

The subjects in the social sciences foster the development
of students’ ability to reason, enrich their culture and pre-
pare them to play an active role in a democratic society.
First of all, the subjects promote intellectual development
by giving students methodological and conceptual tools.
The acquisition of these tools, which students can call on
and use in a multitude of situations, should help them to
understand the present-day world and empower them in
dealing with new situations in their lives.

In addition, the very nature of their object of study makes
the subjects in this subject area a particularly rich vehi-
cle for cultural learning. They promote students’ social lit-
eracy, helping them to acquire the body of knowledge
shared by a community, without which citizens would be
like foreigners in their own society. They also introduce
students to the cultural heritage of communities that
nourish the cultural diversity of their society.

Finally, with regard to social integration, geography, his-
tory and citizenship education should help students to
develop their own values and attitudes by relating them
to the values and principles on which Québec society is
based. These subjects prepare students to exercise their
role as citizens, in their immediate surroundings—the
school—and within the broader community.
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Making Connections: The Social Sciences
Subject Area and the Other Dimensions
of the Québec Education Program

It is, among other things, by analyzing social phenomena
that students develop the competencies targeted in the two
programs in the Social Sciences subject area. In order to
understand these phenomena, they must perform complex
tasks that both require and contribute to the cross-
curricular competencies: they exercise critical judgment, use
information, solve problems, adopt effective work meth-
ods, cooperate, etc. This context leads students not only
to draw on the cross-curricular competencies targeted in
the Québec Education Program but also to develop them.

The broad areas of learning, which provide focal points
for educational activities in all the subject areas, mesh
particularly well with the aims of the programs of study
in the Social Sciences. In addition, the Social Sciences sub-
ject area has definite affinities with the educational aims
and focuses of development of certain broad areas of
learning. This is most evident in the case of the broad
areas Citizenship and Community Life and Environmental
Awareness and Consumer Rights and Responsibilities.

There is also considerable interaction between the Social
Sciences subject area and the four other subject areas.
The learning students are expected to acquire in these
subject areas often complements that targeted in the
Geography program and the History and Citizenship
Education program.

For example, by developing the competencies associated
with the Languages subject area students can read doc-
uments, master their contents, process the information in
them and communicate the results of their research effec-
tively. The Social Sciences subject area, meanwhile, affords

an endless source of issues and subject matter likely to
correspond to the students’ extremely varied concerns
and interests.

In order to properly understand social, territorial or eco-
nomic phenomena, here and elsewhere, past and present,
students must be capable of using certain mathematical,
scientific and technological concepts. In return, the Social
Sciences subject area is rife with examples that illustrate
the meaning and relevance of these concepts.

Arts education is a subject area that can foster an open-
ness and sensitivity to the artistic expression of a society
that will help students to enrich the frame of reference
they use to interpret the various components of the Social
Sciences subject area.

Finally, the Personal Development subject area helps stu-
dents develop the ability to make judicious individual and
collective choices by encouraging them to reflect on and
analyze individual and social behaviours and values. The
competencies and learning content of the programs in
the Social Sciences subject area contribute to this process.

Elements Common to the Subjects
in the Social Sciences Subject Area

Connections Between the Subjects
in the Social Sciences Subject Area

Both Geography and History and Citizenship Education
promote open-mindedness. Their complementary per-
spectives on social phenomena reinforce the students’
knowledge and understanding of these social phenom-
ena and of human action. By encouraging students to
observe here and elsewhere, past and present, they attune
them to the change and diversity that characterize the
present-day world.
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To participate in a society that is increasingly complex
and constantly changing, students need reference points
and tools. Such tools enable them to grasp and interpret
the processes by which a society is organized in space
and time, as well as the nature and importance of the
relationships that form within a society, among societies,
or between societies and their territories. In adopting
these particular perspectives for the study of reality in
space and time, the subjects in the subject area use con-
cepts whose complementarity is invaluable for decoding
social phenomena.

Common Learning Within the Subject Area

The Geography and History and Citizenship Education
programs are closely connected by the nature of the com-
petencies they expect students to develop. Some of the
learning they call for requires students to go back and

forth between the subjects. Thus, on the one hand, stu-
dents who are learning to understand the organization
of a territory and interpret a territorial issue take into
account past human actions and the imprints they have
left on the organization of space, while on the other hand,
when students learn to examine and interpret social phe-
nomena, they take into consideration the territorial organ-
ization of the societies concerned. It is by learning to
decode the real world from a spatiotemporal perspective
and by understanding the importance of human action
that students construct their consciousness of citizenship.
And by recognizing that all decisions should be estab-
lished on critical bases, given their implications for the
future of the community, they continue that construction.
The diagram on the following page illustrates both this
synergy between the two subjects and the learning that
is common to both of them.
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Social literacy

Consciousness of citizenship

Sense of belonging

Conceptual tools

Methodological tools

Social integration

ELEMENTS COMMON TO THE SUBJECTS IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

Understanding social
phenomena: part of the

process of becoming
responsible citizens
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